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WE GATHER

Welcome 
Today we celebrate All Saints: the great crowd of God’s people—famous and forgotten, ancient and recent, near and far—whose lives bear witness to love. We remember especially those who have died this past year, giving thanks for the light they shared and the light that still shines.
Holy Love, you knit your people together across generations and geographies. Gather us now into your mercy; open our ears to blessing, our eyes to hope, and our hearts to your quiet strength; through Jesus Christ, firstborn among the saints. Amen.

Lighting the Christ Candle 
We light the Christ Candle as a sign of the light that no darkness can overcome.
Acknowledging Our Kinship 
Before there were churches or cemeteries, before any of us settled on this land, Creator’s people were already here.
We acknowledge with gratitude that we live and worship on the traditional lands of the indigenous peoples of this area past and present. Those who have cared for this place for generations.
We honour their elders, past, present, and emerging, and we recognize our kinship with all Creation—land, water, air, and every living being.
As we remember the saints today, may we also renew our commitment to walk gently, act justly, and live in right relationship with all our relations.






Call to Worship 
Leader: We gather with the saints of every age—
People: trusting the One who is our shelter and strength.
Leader: We come with gratitude for lives that have blessed us—
People: giving thanks for love that will not let us go.
Leader: We listen for the Holy One who speaks in the Beatitudes—
People: blessing the poor in spirit, the humble, the peacemakers.
Leader: Let everything that breathes praise God!
People: We will rejoice and be glad; we will worship God together.

Gathering Hymn – Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah- 651VU

Prayer of Confession 
God of compassion, we confess we forget we belong to one another.
We overlook the poor in spirit, turn from those who mourn,
and grow impatient for righteousness and peace.
Forgive us.
Renew us by your Spirit, that we may live as saints-in-progress—
humble, merciful, pure in heart, and courageous in love. Amen.
Silent Prayer
Assurance of Grace
Hear the good news: we are God’s children now. In Christ, mercy is wider than our failures and stronger than death. You are forgiven, you are loved, you are free to begin again. Thanks be to God!
LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD
Prayer of Illumination - Blessed are you, O God, for your Word that comforts and calls. By your Spirit, let the scriptures read us, that we may recognize your blessing and become a blessing. Amen.

Scripture Reading 
Responsive Psalm 34-761 VU
Matthew 5: 1-12 - The Beatitudes

Ministry of Music
Meditation - “Blessed Be”

Hymn - Be Still My Soul - 652 VU

Candles of Remembrance
Invitation
Today we remember those of this community and our wider circles who have been saints in our lives and in the life of this congregation. As we speak their names, we light candles, trusting the promise that nothing—neither death nor life—can separate us from the love of God.
We remember the saints—those whose faith shaped us, whose love blessed us, whose spirits still guide us.
We remember the saints who cared for the earth before us,
the saints who built our communities,
and the saints who taught us to pray.
For family and friends who have gone before us—
(light a candle)
All: Their light shines still.
For the saints of this congregation and community—
(light a candle)
All: Their light shines still.
For saints around the world, known and unknown,
who show compassion, seek justice, and live with courage—
(light a candle)
All: Their light shines still.
(anyone who wishes to light a candle in memory of someone please come forward if you are able, if you are not able please just raise your hand and someone will light it on your behalf.)
Concluding Prayer
God of all comfort, receive these your servants into the company of the saints. Wipe every tear, mend every heart, and kindle in us the light of hope; through Jesus Christ. Amen.
Song of Hope - Jesus, Remember Me - 148 VU (3x?)
 
RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Invitation to Offering  - 
The saints have passed a torch to us; our gifts are one way we carry that light forward.

Offering Hymn - For the Gift of Creation 538VU
    For the gift of creation, the gift of your love,
	and the gift of the Spirit by which we live,
	we thank you and give you the fruit of our hands.
	May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give.


Dedication   
Generous God, receive what we offer—money, time, attention, compassion. Use these gifts and use us to bless the poor, comfort the mourners, and build your peace. Amen.
A Moment for Concerns and Celebrations

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Concern
God of past, present, and future,
we give thanks for the saints—those whose names we know by heart and those known only to you.
For the witness of courage in hard seasons,
for kindness that stitched communities together,
for the daily faithfulness of showing up—thanks be to you.
Comfort those who mourn;
heal those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit;
steady the weary and surround the lonely.
Bless peacemakers, caregivers, and all who hunger and thirst for justice.
Guide leaders in our communities, our country, and the world; turn us from violence to your peace.
Make us merciful, pure in heart, and unafraid to love.
We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to say…
Lord’s Prayer

Hymn - We Shall Go Out in Hope of Resurrection - 586 VU

Blessing and Commissioning 
Go in peace, surrounded by the great cloud of witnesses.
May the blessing of the God who calls the humble “blessed,”
the Christ who walks with the grieving,
and the Spirit who kindles courage,
be upon you and remain with you, now and always. Amen.
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	Right now at Pearce Williams, seniors 55+ are enjoying the final day of the second annual Golden Getaway Retreat — a time filled with laughter, friendship, and new memories. They’re sharing delicious meals together in the Dining Hall, a space kept ready and welcoming thanks to the camp community’s support in repairing the hot water heater.
 
Even though the heater is working again, the unexpected repair cost still needs to be covered. We have $5,874 left to raise, and you can help us cross the finish line. Your gift today will make sure camp doesn’t have to pull funds away from programs and other important needs. 
 
When you give, you keep Pearce Williams running strong. You help seniors, campers, and guests feel the warmth of community — not just in spirit, but in every meal shared and every memory made.



	HELP FUND THE NEW WATER HEATER 



	 Your donation goes straight toward paying the water heater bill, which means you can keep camp welcoming, comfortable, and ready for everyone who visits.
 
You can make your gift today in any of these ways: 
· Donate online: www.campisbetter.com/heaterappeal 
· Call us: (519) 764-2317 - We can process your donation by phone
· Drop off a cheque: 8009 Iona Road, Fingal (Mon-Fri, 9am-3pm) or leave it in the blue mailbox by the office door
· Email us: give@campisbetter.com to arrange a pickup right from your door
Thank you, , for helping replace something so essential at camp. Because of you, the Dining Hall stays warm, the meals stay hot, and the memories keep growing.

Warmly, 
Joe Richards
Executive Director | Pearce Williams 







[bookmark: _Hlk207876008]Upcoming Services
· November 16- STYC Performs during our service
· November 30th- combined service on Advent 1, to be held at SAUC
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