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WE GATHER

Welcome & Announcements 
Welcome to worship on this Thanksgiving Sunday — the final week of our Season of Creation series.
We have travelled through the forest, across the land, and along the rivers — and now we come to the harvest, gathered in gratitude for all that God provides.
Whether your thanksgiving table is full or simple, whether your heart is overflowing or still searching for peace, know that God’s love is abundant and meets us here today.

Lighting the Christ Candle 
We light this candle in thanksgiving for the light of Christ —
the light that guides our steps, warms our hearts,
and reminds us that even in the changing seasons, God’s love never fades.

Acknowledging Our Kinship 
Long before those of us who are settlers and those who are descendants of settlers came to this land to live, there were people here. We acknowledge that many Nations of Indigenous people have lived on the land. and we commit to the shared stewardship of this land.
Call to Worship 
Leader: Come, you thankful people, come!
People: We gather to give thanks to God.
Leader: The earth has yielded its harvest; the fields are rich and full.
People: God’s goodness overflows.
Leader: In every seed and every smile, in every meal and every moment,
People: We see the blessings of God.
Leader: Let us worship with joy and thanksgiving!

Gathering Hymn - Lord Prepare Me - 18 MV

Prayer of Confession 
God of mercy,
We confess that we have taken your gifts for granted.
We have forgotten to say thank you.
We have hoarded what we have instead of sharing freely.
We have ignored those who are hungry while our cupboards are full.
Forgive us, O God.
Plant in us hearts of gratitude and generosity,
so that we may reflect your love in all we do.
Words of Assurance
Hear the good news: God’s mercy is like rain that renews the earth.
In Christ, we are forgiven, refreshed, and made new.
Thanks be to God!
All God’s Children - Basket of Thanksgiving
Hymn - Draw the Circle Wide - 145 MV
LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD
Prayer of Illumination - 
Generous and Gracious God, You are the Giver of every good gift —
of sunlight and rain, of seed and soil, of word and wisdom.
As we open the Scriptures today,
open also our hearts and minds.
Plant your truth deep within us,
and let it take root,
so that our lives may bear the fruits
of gratitude, generosity, and grace.
Through Jesus Christ, the Living Word, we pray.
Amen.
Scripture Reading  
Deuteronomy 8:7–18 – Remember the Lord your God, who 
gives you abundance.
Psalm 100 – Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and joy.
Luke 12:16–21 – The parable of the rich fool: giving thanks by sharing.
Reader: May the Spirit bless these readings to our understanding.
Ministry of Music
Meditation - Gathered in Gratitude

Hymn - We Plough the Fields and Scatter - 520 VU

 RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Invitation to Offering - As we give thanks for God’s blessings, we offer our gifts in gratitude and love.

Offering Hymn - For the Gift of Creation 538VU
	For the gift of creation, the gift of your love,
	and the gift of the Spirit by which we live,
	we thank you and give you the fruit of our hands.
	May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give.

Dedication  
God of abundance,
receive these gifts and use them for your work in the world —
to bring hope where there is need,
to plant seeds of justice and joy,
and to share your love with all creation.
Amen.

A Moment for Concerns and Celebrations



Prayers of Thanksgiving and Concern
Creator God,
We give you thanks for the earth and its bounty,
for the rhythm of the seasons,
for fields, forests, rivers, and skies.
We thank you for the farmers who plant and harvest,
for workers who prepare and deliver food,
for all who make sure others are fed.
We pray for those who are hungry today,
for families who struggle to make ends meet,
for communities facing drought or disaster.
Help us to share your abundance so all may be fed.
We pray for those who are lonely or grieving this Thanksgiving,
for those who miss someone at the table,
and for those who feel far from home.
Surround them with your peace.
And we pray for ourselves —
that we may live each day with thankful hearts,
grounded in your love,
and ready to share it freely.
Together we pray the prayer Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven…
Lord’s Prayer

Hymn - For the Fruit of All Creation - 227 VU

Blessing and Commissioning 
Leader: Go now, gathered in gratitude.
People: We go to share God’s abundance.
Leader: Go with hearts open and hands ready to serve.
People: We go to live thankfully and joyfully.
Leader: And may the Creator’s blessing,
the love of Christ, and the flow of the Spirit
be with you this day and always.
Amen.

Announcements
Events
October 14- UCW meeting
October 15- Funeral 11am
October 16- Board meeting 10:30am
*Prayer Shawl is cancelled this week



[image: Forget Me Not Blue Flower Isolated ...]
Our hearts go out to Lynn and Brian Sloan and family on the loss of Lynn’s mom Aleta Dalton. We send our love and sympathy to all. 











		


 
	Dear Everyone, HELP FUND THE NEW WATER HEATER 



	It's a rainy but beautiful fall day here at Pearce Williams. Even though there are no campers or rental groups on site today, walking through the Dining Hall reminds us of all the laughter, community, and favourite meals that happen here.  Thanks to all of the community supporters in the past, the Dining Hall has become a safe and welcoming space for every camper, retreat guest, and visitor who walks through its doors. 
 But today, the Dining Hall needs your help. Without the new hot water heater system, the kitchen, bathrooms and accessible shower - all the things that make this space work- can't be used the way they should. Your support keeps those essentials running without taking funds away from other important camp needs. 
 It's cost about $15,000 to get the new system installed efficiently and reliably. Your support right now will help tackle this unexpected expense. Because of you, Pearce Williams can keep being a place where people of all ages can learn, grow, and build lasting connections through all camp programs, Will you be part of the key to reaching this goal? 



	



	You can learn more about the difference you will make by visiting our website, emailing give@campisbetter.com, or calling the office at (519) 764-2317. Prefer to give by mail? During the postal strike, you can drop off donations at our main office (8009 Iona Road, Fingal) Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–3 p.m. There’s also a blue mailbox to the right of the main office door for after-hours drop-offs, or we can even arrange a pickup — just reach out!  Every dollar you give creates moments that matter, and impact that lasts. Your support means so much, and we want to thank you for being a part of this change that camp so desperately needs.
With gratitude,
Joe Richards
Executive Director | Pearce Williams 
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New Vision 
Community Church 
invites you to their
 Fall Harvest Bounty Bazaar

Jewellery, Bake Table, Books, Puzzles, Knitting, 
Gift Baskets, Christmas Table!
Delicious Country Store preserves 
with jellies, jams, pickles…and more. 
Don’t forget about the Snack Bar!
Shop with beautiful background piano music!
October 25th  from 9am-noon.
Lots of Free Parking and accessible with chairlift 
38 Aldborough Ave in St.Thomas ON
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