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WE GATHER

Welcome 
Good morning, friends, and welcome to worship.
Today we gather in spirit and solidarity with people all around the globe to mark World Food Day, observed each year on October 16.
World Food Day was established by the United Nations to celebrate the founding of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and to call attention to the ongoing challenge of hunger and food insecurity. It’s a day to give thanks for the bounty of God’s creation and to reflect on our responsibility to ensure that everyone has enough to eat — not just today, but every day.
Our worship theme, “Until All Are Fed,” and some of the resources used today are from the Canadian Foodgrains Bank and the theme reminds us of the gospel truth that God’s table is wide, generous, and open. We live in a world with enough for all — yet too many of God’s children still go hungry. Today we give thanks for the harvest, pray for those in need, and renew our commitment to building a world where no one is left out and no one is left hungry.
You are welcome here.
Lighting the Christ Candle 
We light this candle as a sign of Christ’s presence among us —
the Light that reveals abundance in a world that cries scarcity,
the Light that calls us to share the table with all people.
May this flame remind us that God’s love is meant for every body.
Acknowledging Our Kinship 
we take a moment to acknowledge the land on which we gather.
We live and worship on the traditional territories of the local indigenous peoples of this area. These lands have been cared for by Indigenous peoples since time immemorial. We give thanks for their stewardship and for the continuing presence of Indigenous communities among us today.
As we reflect on food, land, and creation, we recognize that right relationship with the land includes honouring treaties, seeking reconciliation, and sharing the Earth’s abundance with justice and gratitude.
May this time of worship deepen our respect for the land, for those who tend it, and for the Creator who made it good.

Call to Worship 
Leader: Come, all who hunger for justice.
People: We come to be nourished by the Bread of Life.
Leader: Come, all who thirst for righteousness.
People: We come to be refreshed by the Living Water.
Leader: Come, all who long to share the feast of God’s love.
People: We come to join hands and hearts,
to work, to pray, and to hope — until all are fed.

Gathering Hymn - All Who Hunger Gather Gladly - 460 VU

Prayer of Confession 
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not lived as your people of abundance.
We have taken more than we need,
ignored the cries of those who hunger,
and forgotten that your creation is precious and fragile.
Forgive us and renew us,
that our hearts and hands may reflect your generosity.
Assurance of Pardon:
Friends, hear the good news:
God’s grace is enough for all.
We are forgiven, loved, and fed — to feed others in turn.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
All God’s Children - A Handful of Hope
Hymn - God of the Sparrow - 229 VU
LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD
Prayer of Illumination  

Scripture Reading - Psalm 145: 8–16, 1 Kings 17: 1-24

Ministry of Music
Meditation - When the Cup Runs Dry

Hymn - Come, You Thankful People, Come - 516 VU

 RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Invitation to Offering  
As we have been fed by God’s love,
so we are called to feed others — in spirit and in truth.
Offering Hymn - For the Gift of Creation 538VU
	For the gift of creation, the gift of your love,
	and the gift of the Spirit by which we live,
	we thank you and give you the fruit of our hands.
	May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give.

Dedication  
Generous God,
Receive these gifts — signs of our gratitude and hope.
Use them to feed the hungry, heal the broken, and share your abundance,
until all are fed and all creation rejoices.
Amen.
A Moment for Concerns and Celebrations

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Concern
Generous and life-giving God,
You are the Source of all that nourishes us —
the soil that grows our food,
the rain that refreshes the earth,
the hands that plant, harvest, prepare, and serve.
We thank you for daily bread,
for the beauty of creation that sustains both body and spirit,
and for the countless signs of your abundance that surround us.
We give thanks for farmers and gardeners,
for food-bank volunteers and advocates,
for scientists and policy-makers seeking sustainable solutions,
for all who work toward a world
where no one goes to bed hungry.
May they be strengthened by your grace and encouraged by our support.
God of compassion,
we also lift before you the places where hope feels fragile:
For those living through drought or flood,
whose crops have failed and whose livestock are gone.
For families forced to flee their homes because of conflict or climate.
For children whose stomachs ache and whose futures seem uncertain.
For those who work long hours for little pay in fields, factories, and kitchens.
And for communities near to us —
where food is plentiful but still not shared fairly,
where shelves are full but tables are empty.
We pray for the widows and prophets among us —
for all who act with courage and compassion,
even when resources are few.
May their faith inspire us to trust your promise:
that the jar of flour will not be used up,
and the jug of oil will not run dry.
God of hope, stir us from comfort to compassion.
Teach us to live thankfully, waste less, and share more.
Help us to open our hands as you open your heart,
that through us your abundance may flow.
And as we go from this place,
may our gratitude turn into action,
our faith become service,
and our worship become daily bread for a hungry world.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ,
who taught us to pray together, saying:
Lord’s Prayer

Hymn - May the God of Hope Go With Us - 424 VU

Blessing and Commissioning 
Leader: Go now, nourished by God’s Word and strengthened by God’s love.
People: We go to share food and hope.
Leader: May your hands be generous, your hearts be brave, and your lives be bread for the world 
People: until all are fed.
All: Amen.












announcements
Events
October 23rd- Euchre at SAUC 1:30pm

[image: Heart and Floral Clipart - Free Png ...] Lynn Sloan would like to invite friends and family to an open house at Aleta’s former house this Sunday, October 19 from 1pm until 4pm. The family will welcome everyone to choose or pick a memento in memory of Aleta. Address is 7004 Sunset Road,  St.Thomas

[bookmark: _Hlk207876008][image: Cute fall gnomes set autumn harvest  clipart. Cottagecore garden theme. Sunflower, corn, vegetable basket. Funny nordic gnomes isolated on white background.]
New Vision  Community Church 
invites you to their
 Fall Harvest Bounty Bazaar
Jewellery, Bake Table, Books, Puzzles, Knitting, 
Gift Baskets, Christmas Table!  Delicious Country Store preserves 
with jellies, jams, pickles…and more. Don’t forget about the Snack Bar!
Shop with beautiful background piano music!
October 25th  from 9am-noon.
Lots of Free Parking and accessible with chairlift 
38 Aldborough Ave in St.Thomas ON


[image: Right arrow - Free arrows icons]Next Sunday October 26th is All Saints Sunday. There will be a dedication of our new sign in Memory of Marjorie Gowdey. 
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