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October 12th , 2026 
WE GATHER

Welcome & Announcements 
Good morning, and welcome.
On this Thanksgiving Sunday, we gather with many reasons to be grateful. We give thanks for the beauty of the earth, for the harvest and the food that sustains us, for people who share the journey with us, and for the simple gift of being here together.
But Thanksgiving is not always an easy day. Some of us come with full hearts, and some with heavy hearts. Some tables will have empty places this year. Some are carrying worries about family, health, work, or what tomorrow may bring.
The good news is that gratitude does not require us to pretend that everything is perfect.
The Gospel of John tells us that the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. It tells us that, from the fullness of God, we have received “grace upon grace.”
So wherever you find yourself this morning—grateful, worried, joyful, weary, hopeful, or somewhere in between—you are welcome here.
Come, let us worship God, and open ourselves once again to the grace that surrounds us.

Lighting the Christ Candle 
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.
We light this candle remembering that the light which shone in the beginning still shines among us:
in creation, in one another, and in Christ, the Word made flesh. 




Acknowledging Our Kinship 
On this Thanksgiving Sunday, we remember that we do not stand apart from creation, but within it.
We are kin with earth and water, with seed and harvest,
with creatures who walk, swim, crawl and fly,
and with all peoples who have called this land home.
We give thanks for the gifts of creation, and acknowledge our responsibility to receive them with humility, to share them with justice, and to tend them with love.

Call to Worship
In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.
All things came into being through the Word.
What has come into being was life,
and the life was the light of all people.
From God's fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace.
For earth and harvest,
for life and love,
for light that shines even in darkness,
we give thanks to God.
Come, let us worship the One who dwells among us. 

Gathering Hymn - Come, You Thankful People, Come - 516 VU

Prayer of Confession - Unison
God of grace,
we confess how easily we receive your gifts without recognizing them as gifts.
We take for granted the earth beneath our feet,
the food upon our tables,
the people who share our lives,
and even the breath within our bodies.
We confess that we have not always shared the abundance of creation justly,
nor cared for the earth faithfully.
We have sometimes allowed gratitude for what we have
to make us forget those who go without.
Forgive us, gracious God.
Open our eyes again to your light.
Teach us to receive without grasping,
to give without counting the cost,
and to recognize in Christ, the Word made flesh,
your grace upon grace. Amen.
Young at Heart - What Makes a Gift a Gift?

Hymn - Now Thank We All Our God - 236 VU

LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

Prayer of Illumination 
Holy One, as we listen once more to the wisdom of your Word, may we be fed both in mind and body. Help us open to your revelation of love and to receive your  blessing with grace.
Scripture Reading  - John 1: 1-18

Ministry of Music

Meditation - Grace Upon Grace

Hymn - God Who Gives to Life its Goodness - 260 VU


WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Invitation to Offering - 
“From God's fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.”
Our offering begins there—not with what we are asked to give, but with what we have already received.
In gratitude for the gifts of creation, for the light that shines among us, and for the love made flesh in Christ, let us offer what we have so that God's abundance may be shared.

Offering Hymn - For the Gift of Creation - 538 VU
For the gift of creation, the gift of your love,
and the gift of the Spirit by which we live,
we thank you and give you the fruit of our hands.
May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give.

Dedication - 
God of abundance,
everything we have first came to us as gift.
Receive now these gifts of our hands and hearts.
May they become food for the hungry,
hope for the discouraged,
care for creation,
and signs of your love made flesh in the world.
With gratitude for grace upon grace,
we offer them to you. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Concern

Gracious God, on this Thanksgiving Sunday,  
we pause to notice the gifts that surround us:


the beauty of the earth,  
the changing colours of autumn,  
the food that comes from soil and seed,  
sunshine and rain,  
and the labour of many hands.

We give thanks for the people who share our lives,  
for places of belonging, for laughter and friendship,  
for daily bread, and for the ordinary blessings we so easily overlook.

From your fullness, O God, we have received  
grace upon grace.
Yet even as we give thanks,  
we remember those for whom this day is difficult:

those grieving an empty place at the table,  
those who are lonely or afraid,  
those worried about health, work, or what tomorrow may bring,  
and those who do not have enough.

We pray for farmers and all who work to bring food to our tables.  
We pray for people living with war and violence,  
for those displaced from their homes,  
and for those who hunger in a world of abundance.

We pray, too, for this beautiful and wounded creation.  
Teach us to receive its abundance with gratitude,  
to share its gifts with justice,  
and to care for the earth with love.

And now, in the quiet,  
we bring before you the prayers that rest upon our own hearts.

*[silence]*

When life is abundant, teach us gratitude.

When life is difficult, give us courage.

When others are in need, make us generous.

And when the darkness seems great,  
help us remember that the light still shines.

For from your fullness we have all received grace upon grace.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Hymn - For the Fruit of All Creation - 227 VU

Commissioning and Benediction
Go into this good creation with eyes open to its gifts.
Receive what is given with gratitude.
Share what you have with generosity.
Walk gently upon the earth.
And when darkness comes,
remember that the light still shines.
And may the grace of Christ,
the love of God,
and the life-giving presence of the Holy Spirit
go with us and dwell among us,
this Thanksgiving Day and always. Amen.
Three Fold Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Upcoming
· Exercise Class M,W,F-mornings
· STYC-Tuesday Evening
· Lunch Bunch Choir-hall, Wednesday afternoon
· Line Dancing-Wednesday Evening 6pm
· Knitting- 10am at NVCC on Wednesday 

[image: Butterfly with solid fill]UCW meets on October 13th at 11am. 

[image: Diamond with solid fill]Euchre is on October 22nd here at St. Andrews.-1:30pm



[image: Business Growth with solid fill]SAUC Board meets at 6pm On October 22nd in the hall

[image: Free sock Vector Images & Graphics]October is quickly approaching and for the UCW collection project…we will be looking for donations of socks. Men’s and women’s socks are greatly appreciated. 
															
[image: CACAC Bottle Drive • Central Alberta Child Advocacy Centre]On October 17, there will be a Bottle Drive and More hosted by the Scouts/Cubs of New Vision Community Church from 9am till 1pm. Metal, Bottle-Can-Glass drive. If anybody cannot get out, please reach out to Akela Sherry to arrange for pick up @ 519- 281-6440


[image: Kids Club Logo Stock Illustrations – 2,399 Kids Club Logo Stock Illustrations, Vectors & Clipart - Dreamstime]Next Kid’s Club is October 18th 1-3 pm, at St.Andrews United Church! Give us a call to let us know you are coming…519-631-4558. Rev.Cheryl has lots of fun things planned for that event.


[image: Thanksgiving Word Search Image]
[image: thanksgiving maze 2]


image2.png
M»
\ ¢




image3.svg
      


image4.png




image5.svg
  


image6.png
&




image7.svg
      


image8.jpeg




image9.png




image10.jpeg




image11.png
HAppY ThANKSGIVING

P P A B CF E A TH E R

E L
1

N

V7L 00 NAURU QMFP
T UOPWZPTET RTUONATRTECECSC
UHF CQ X S NUDP H

I

I

V. H

I

R AA E A DS Q UAS HD WG

K B F NTREBMEV ONNR

E O K X K AD P UM P K

I

N

I

Y NK € X F R DTN J HK P M

T K A X UHUGNI QV K Z X W

P Y G H C H K
N K P Q UQHAFGK CAQ U Z

L

M Z2 X P R U H

E S A G C B D V S
X B Q S DD S T H

I
I
AD R CH T W F E

K € Q 0 J

E I Y F

F

C E W A

L

L

U TA JAQCTD L

L

B UU QD

SQUASH

GRATEFUL
INDIAN

ACORN
APPLE

-
>
w >
Y L
Z X
< X
Ir D
F F

NOVEMBER

PIE

BLESSED
CORN

PILGRIM

FEATHER
FOOD

PUMPKIN

www kidsactivityzone com




image12.jpeg
START

‘ TUANKSEIVING

MAZE

A
HSINI4

v





image1.jpeg




