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Welcome and Announcement

Advent Candle Lighting
Looking Forward with Hope - 
One: Advent is a season of waiting—not a passive waiting, but a leaning-forward, eyes-open, hearts-ready kind of waiting.
All: We look forward with hope.
One: Hope does not ignore the world as it is.
Hope sees clearly the struggles, the uncertainty,
the longing for healing and renewal—
and still says: God is not finished yet.
All: We look forward with hope,
trusting that God is already at work in what will be.
(Light the Candle of Hope.)
One: This candle is a sign that even the smallest flame
can guide our steps through uncertain days.
As we look forward with hope, may we prepare room in our hearts for God’s promised future.
All: Come, Emmanuel.
Come and rekindle hope in us again.
Introit - Kindle a Flame - 19 VU
Acknowledging our Kinship


Call To Worship 
One: In days to come, hope will rise.
All: We gather to watch for the light.
One: In days to come, peace will grow.
All: We gather to seek God’s path.
One: In days to come, the love of God will reshape the world.
All: We gather to walk in the light of hope.
One: Come, people of God—this is the first Sunday of Advent.
All: We come with hope, ready to wait, ready to wonder, ready to walk.
Gathering Hymn - Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus - 2 VU

Prayer of Confession
One: God of Hope, we confess that in this busy season
we rush past the very things that matter most.
All:
We get caught in lists and timelines.
We forget to breathe.  We forget to pray.
We forget to look for Your light.
One:
We confess that we sometimes treat Advent
like a deadline instead of a gift,
a pile of tasks instead of a season of wonder.
All:
We worry more about perfect services
than open hearts.
We worry more about the decorations
than the One we prepare to welcome.
One:
Forgive us when stress steals our joy.
Forgive us when hurry blinds us to hope.
Forgive us when we forget
that Christ comes quietly, gently,
and often right into the middle
of our messy, human lives.
All:
Light our path again. Slow our steps. 
Open our eyes to Your presence already here among us. Help us walk in the hope of this season.
Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
One:  Hear the good news:
In every rushed breath, in every tired moment,
in every tangled string of Christmas lights—
God is already with us.
God meets us in the chaos, smiles at our imperfections,
and whispers, “Breathe. You are loved. You are forgiven.”

All:  Thanks be to God!
We walk in hope. We walk in the light.
Amen.

Skit - The Advent Avalanche!

Hymn - Jesus Bids Us Shine - 585 VU

Scripture Reading - Isaiah 2: 1-5, Matthew 24: 36-44

Ministry of Music

Interactive Reflection - Hope Lights the Way

Hymn - O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go - 658 VU

Prayers of the People
*When the Leader says “God of Hope” please respond with “Light Our Way”
Lord’s Prayer

Hymn - Good Christian Friends Rejoice - 35 VU

Blessing



Announcements for SAUC
Upcoming
-December 3rd Prayer Shawl- 10:30am
-December 4th Euchre -1:30pm
-December 7th ADVENT 2-Peace Greening of the Sanctuaries White Gift(Please note toys and cash will go to Caring Cupboard and any gift cards will be for the Benevolent Fund to help those with urgent needs in our community.
[image: Free Clipart Bible Studies | Free ...]
Advent Bible Study will be starting at New Vision on December 3rd at 1pm. All are welcome!
[image: Clementines in wooden box stock image ...]
It’s a good time of year to remember to save and collect the wooden crates that oranges/clementines come in. The day camp in summer uses them for a project. You are welcome to drop them off to the office.

UCW News
December 9th UCW meeting will be lunch at Boston Pizza -11:30am. Please contact Heather Felton 519-633-9940 if you will be attending. Heather will be sending out a reminder email closer to the date.

Community UCW Support
[image: free clipart food drive - Google Search]
December- our food bank needs help. We will be collecting food each Sunday to help them. Please Bring what you can.
Announcements for NVCC
December 2- Knitting 9:30am
December 2-Scouting-6pm
December 3 – Bible Study 1pm
December 3- Disking 2pm
December 3- Choir 7:30pm
[image: Clipart Christmas Meal Candy Cane Is On ...]
Please Join Us for Our Annual Christmas Party on Saturday December 13 2025
12:00pm : Fruit punch and appetizers and 1:00pm : Turkey Dinner
Where: New Vision Community Church
Why?: Good food, fun, fellowship, games, entertainment, prizes
Tickets: $20.00
Available from: Gladys Stinson  Mary Johann  Jim Hunter
Purchase by Tuesday. Dec.9 ( if you wish to remain after the party for a games of cards, you would be welcome)

[image: Don't Forget Calendar Icon - Reminders ...]NVCC Board meeting on December 9th at 7pm.

[image: Christmas carols musical notes and ...]
All are welcome to attend Carols by Candlelight at Central United Church on December 14th at 7pm. Come and enjoy this annual festive music event.


[image: The best films of 2021 - New Statesman]First United Church and Central United Church are presenting a Movie night on December 1st. This month the movie is “Juno. The event happens at First United Church on Curtis Street. Doors open at 6:30pm and the movie starts at 7pm with discussion to follow.

[image: Blue heart icon Stock Photos, Royalty ...]"A Time for Remembering" service, taking place on Tuesday, December 2, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at Knox Presbyterian Church, 55 Hincks Street, St. Thomas.
This is a non-denominational service for all who are remembering loss this holiday season.
[image: Advent Activity Pack 3 | Made By Teachers]
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