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November 23 2025
Reign of Christ Sunday

WE GATHER

Welcome and Announcements
Welcome to worship on this Reign of Christ Sunday, the final Sunday of the Christian year. Today we remember that Jesus does not rule as emperors or kings of old have ruled.
He comes as Shepherd-King—guiding rather than commanding, healing rather than conquering, gathering rather than dividing.
This day is not about triumphalism or domination, but about the gentle yet transforming leadership of Christ, who tends the vulnerable, seeks the lost, and invites us into a kin-dom of compassion, justice, and peace.
Wherever you find yourself on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
Let us open ourselves to the presence of the Shepherd who calls each of us by name.

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Acknowledging Our Kinship 
We take a moment to acknowledge the land on which we gather.
We live and worship on the traditional territories of the local indigenous peoples past and present of this area. These lands have been cared for by Indigenous peoples since time immemorial. We give thanks for their stewardship and for the continuing presence of Indigenous communities among us today.
Call to Worship 
One: Come, people of God—
All: Let us gather around the Shepherd who leads us in love.
One: Not with power that dominates,
All: But with compassion that restores.
One: Christ’s kin-dom is a place where the lost are found,
All: The weary find rest, and the hungry are fed.
One: Let us worship the Shepherd-King—
All: The One who guides us in peace. Amen.

Gathering Hymn - The Lord’s My Shepherd – 747 VU

Prayer of Confession 
Shepherd-King,
we confess that we have not always followed your way.
We have turned inward instead of toward one another.
We have clung to comfort instead of pursuing justice.
We have used words and systems that harm,
rather than heal.
Forgive us.
Call us back to your fold.
Teach us to walk with humility,
to listen deeply,
and to love generously.
(Silent prayer)
Words of Assurance
Here is good news:
The Shepherd never abandons the flock.
Christ gathers us in with mercy,
and sets us again on paths of grace.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
All God’s Children 

Hymn - Rejoice the Lord is King 213 VU


FOR GOD’S WORD

Prayer of Illumination
Scripture Reading - John 18:33–37, Matthew 25:31–46

Ministry of Music 

Meditation - A Different Kind of King

Hymn - He Leadeth Me - 657 VU

 TO GOD’S WORD

Invitation to Offering - On this Reign of Christ Sunday, we remember that Jesus the Shepherd-King invites us to participate in the work of compassion. Our offering is not tribute to a ruler; it is a gift of gratitude and a commitment to the healing of the world.

Offering Hymn - For the Gift of Creation
For the gift of creation, the gift of your love,
and the gift of the Spirit by which we live,
we thank you and give you the fruit of our hands.
May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give
Dedication - Shepherd of Love, bless these gifts and bless our lives.
Use what we offer to bring nourishment, dignity, and hope
to your people and your creation.
May your kingdom of compassion grow among us. Amen.

A Moment for Concerns and Celebrations

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Concern
Shepherd-King,
you call each person beloved
and gather your flock from every place.
Hear our prayers for the world you cherish.
For lands scarred by conflict or disaster…
Lead us toward peace with justice.
For leaders in communities and nations…
Guide them in humility, courage, and wisdom.
For those who are hungry, displaced, grieving,
those without shelter, safety, or companionship…
Gather them in your care, and stir our hearts to respond.
For those who are ill, waiting on treatments,
living with chronic pain,
or feeling alone…
May your comfort surround them.
For your church around the world…
Help us follow your example of service
and resist every system that harms.
For ourselves…
Teach us to see your face
in every neighbour we encounter.
We pray in the name of Jesus the Shepherd-King,
who invites us into a kingdom of compassion,
and who taught us to pray, saying:
Lord’s Prayer 
Hymn - Go Forth for God - 418 VU

Blessing and Commissioning 
Go now into the world as followers of the Shepherd-King—
walking gently, loving boldly,
and seeking justice with compassion.
And may the peace of the Shepherd go before you,
the love of Christ surround you, and the Spirit guide your steps
toward healing, justice, and joy. Go in blessing; go in peace.
Amen.


Announcements

Upcoming 
·  Advent Bible Study starting on Nov. 26th at 1:00 p.m. At New Vision
· November 27th-Board Meeting 10:30am
· November 30th- combined service on Advent 1, to be held at SAUC. Always a fun event!

[image: Oh What Fun Sign – My Christmas]Don’t forget next week is a combined service to be held at St. Andrews. We look forward to a joyous service and fellowship after the service. There will be a potluck to follow. 
[image: Free Clipart Bible Studies | Free ...]
Advent Bible Study will be starting at New Vision on November 26th at 1pm. All are welcome!





UCW News
December 9th UCW meeting will be lunch at Boston Pizza -11:30am. Please contact Heather Felton 519-633-9940 if you will be attending. Heather will be sending out a reminder email closer to the date.

Community UCW Support
[image: Mitten Clipart PNG, Vector, PSD, and ...]November- donation of hats, mitts, gloves and socks will be gratefully accepted each Sunday in November to support the Grace Café.
[image: free clipart food drive - Google Search]
December- our food bank needs help. We will be collecting food each Sunday to help them. Please Bring what you can.
[image: Blue heart icon Stock Photos, Royalty ...]
"A Time for Remembering" service, taking place on Tuesday, December 2, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at Knox Presbyterian Church, 55 Hincks Street, St. Thomas.
This is a non-denominational service for all who are remembering loss this holiday season.
With faith-based leaders and community care-givers, it will provide a quiet and reflective setting in which to remember loved ones. Beautiful music, readings, and an encouraging message help to frame the season and give opportunity to remember those who have shared Christmas with us in the past. Refreshments and time for conversation and support will follow the service.
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