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WE GATHER

Welcome & Announcements
Candle Lighting
Introit - Jesus, Remember Me** – VU 148
Acknowledging Our Kinship

Call to Worship
Leader: God calls us to journey.
All:  We are listening.
Leader:  God calls us to trust.
All:  We are learning.
Leader:  God calls us into new life.
All:  We open our hearts.
Leader: Let us worship the God who leads us forward in faith and love.

Gathering Hymn - “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” VU 220

Prayer of Confession
Leader:  Let us pray.
ALL:  Faithful God,
you call us to step out in trust,
yet we cling to what feels safe.
You invite us into deeper understanding,
yet we settle for easy answers.
You promise new life,
yet we resist change.
Forgive us when fear holds us back.
Forgive us when doubt keeps us silent.
Forgive us when we forget how deeply we are loved.
In this Lenten season,
renew our hearts.
Strengthen our faith.
Help us follow where you lead.Amen.
Words of Assurance
Leader:
Hear the good news:
God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him.

We are loved.
We are forgiven.
We are invited into new life.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Young at Heart-Just Trust
Hymn - “One More Step Along the World I Go” VU 639

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

Scripture Reading: Genesis 12:1–4a, John 3:1–17
One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church
All: Thanks be to God


Meditation
Today’s readings place two people in front of us: Abram and Nicodemus.
On the surface, they seem very different.
Abram is at the beginning of something.
Nicodemus is already established — a religious leader, a teacher, someone respected.
But both of them are standing on the edge of change.
And both of them are invited into something new.

In Genesis, God says to Abram:
“Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.”
Notice what God does not say.
God does not hand Abram a map.
God does not explain the timeline.
God does not outline the risks.
God simply says, “Go.”
That is both inspiring and unsettling.
Because most of us prefer clarity.
We like to know where we’re going.
We like plans, schedules, and guarantees.
But Abram’s call is built on promise, not detail.
“I will bless you… and you will be a blessing.”
That’s it.
And somehow, that is enough.
Abram goes.

Sometimes when we hear this story, we imagine Abram making one giant heroic leap of faith.
But in reality, faith is usually quieter than that.
It is often just one step.
One conversation.
One decision.
One act of courage.
One moment of letting go.
Lent is a season that asks:
Where might God be inviting us to take one faithful step?
It might not be geographic like Abram’s journey.
It might be inward.
Perhaps it is forgiving someone.
Perhaps it is letting go of a long-held resentment.
Perhaps it is trusting that even in change — even in uncertainty — God is still at work.
Abram did not know where the road would lead.
But he trusted the One who called him.

Then we meet Nicodemus in John’s Gospel.
He comes to Jesus at night.
Now, people sometimes speculate about why it was nighttime.
Was he afraid of being seen?
Was he uncertain about his reputation?
Maybe.
But I also think nighttime can simply represent honesty.
At night, things are quieter.
Our defences are lower.
Our questions rise to the surface.
Nicodemus comes with questions.
“How can someone be born after having grown old?”
He doesn’t understand Jesus’ language about being born “from above.”

And here’s what I love about this story:
Jesus does not shame him.
Jesus does not say, “You should already know this.”
Instead, Jesus invites him deeper.
Faith is not the absence of questions.
Faith is the willingness to bring our questions to God.
Nicodemus reminds us that curiosity is holy.

Jesus speaks about being born “of water and Spirit.”
Now that sounds mysterious — maybe even confusing.
But perhaps it is simpler than we think.
To be born anew is to allow God to reshape our hearts.
It is to admit that we are not finished products.
It is to recognize that no matter our age, no matter our experience, God is still forming us.
Lent is a season of spiritual growth.
Growth can be uncomfortable.
Seeds break open before they sprout.
Old habits loosen before new patterns form.
Being born anew means allowing God to work in us — even when the process stretches us.

And then we hear the words many of us know by heart:
“For God so loved the world…”
Not God tolerated the world.
Not God endured the world.
God loved the world.
The whole world.
And that includes:
The confident and the doubting.
The brave and the hesitant.
The young and the old.
The certain and the questioning.
Abram’s journey and Nicodemus’ questions both rest on that foundation.
God’s call is not rooted in pressure.
It is rooted in love.
God calls Abram because God intends blessing.
God meets Nicodemus because God desires life.

So what does this mean for us?
Perhaps we are somewhere between Abram and Nicodemus.
Maybe we are being called into something new —
a new chapter,
a new responsibility,
a new way of being church.
And maybe we also have questions.
Questions about the future.
Questions about faith.
Questions about what God is doing.
The good news is this:
God is not waiting for us to have it all figured out.
God simply invites us to trust enough to take the next step.
Faith does not require perfect clarity.
It requires relationship.
And relationship is built on love.

Imagine Abram packing up — unsure but hopeful.
Now imagine Nicodemus walking home in the dark — thinking, pondering, still not fully understanding, but changed.
Neither story ends in this passage.
Abram’s journey unfolds over a lifetime.
Nicodemus appears again later in John’s Gospel, gradually moving closer to Jesus.
Faith is not a single moment.
It is a lifelong unfolding.

So perhaps Lent is simply this:
Taking one step forward.
Trusting that even when we cannot see the destination,
even when we do not understand everything,
even when change feels uncomfortable —
God so loves this world.
And God walks with us.
May we have the courage of Abram to go.
May we have the humility of Nicodemus to ask.
And may we rest in the deep assurance
that we are loved more than we can imagine.
Amen.

Hymn - “Be Thou My Vision” VU 642 

RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Invitation to Offering
Leader:  God calls us to be a blessing.
One way we live out that calling is through our gifts —
our time, our talents, and our resources.
Through our offerings, the work of Christ continues in this place and beyond.
Let us give generously, trusting that God will use what we offer for good.


Offering Hymn - Grant Us, God, the Grace – VU 540
	Grant us, God, the grace of giving,
	with a spirit large and free,
	that ourselves and all our living
	we may offer faithfully.


Offering Prayer
Leader: Gracious God, receive these gifts.
Bless them and multiply them.
May they be signs of hope, acts of love,
and seeds of new life in our community and beyond.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Concern

Leader:
Loving God,
we thank you for the journey of faith —
for moments of courage,
for signs of growth,
for the assurance of your love.

We pray for those who are walking through uncertainty…
for those facing illness…
for those who are grieving…
for those who feel alone.

We pray for our world —
where fear often speaks louder than hope.
Plant seeds of justice.
Grow compassion.
Guide leaders in wisdom.

Help us to be a blessing,
just as you promised Abram.

We offer these prayers, spoken and unspoken,
trusting in your steadfast love.

The Lord’s Prayer

Closing Hymn “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” VU 651 

Commissioning and Benediction
Leader:  Go now in trust,
like Abram stepping into the unknown.

Go now in curiosity,
like Nicodemus seeking deeper truth.

Go now in love,
for God so loves this world — and sends us into it.

May the God who calls you,
the Christ who loves you,
and the Spirit who guides you
be with you this day and always.

Amen.

Choral Amen





Announcements
Events
March 4th – Prayer Shawl 10:30am
March 4th – Bible Study at NVCC
March 5th- Euchre 1:30pm
March 6th - World Day of Prayer at 2pm at Central United Church


FROM : Pearce Williams
Each Thursday from 9:30–11:30 a.m., older adults gather at camp for coffee, conversation, games, and light activities that encourage connection, creativity, and community. This weekly program is open to anyone aged 55 and older, free of charge, and people are welcome to attend as they are able.
Program details:
What: 55+ Social Club
When: Every Thursday, 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Where: Pearce Williams Summer Camp, 8009 Iona Rd., Fingal ON, N0L 1K0
Cost: Free
If you have any questions or would like more information, please feel free to contact at 519-764-2317 or director@campisbetter.com.

[image: World Day of Prayer movement is ...]
World Day of Prayer 2026 at Central United Church on March 6th at 2pm. All are welcome. Any offerings or funds collected related to WPD activities myst be reported to the Women’s Inter-church Council of Canada. Please make checks payable to WICC or World Day of Prayer .

[image: Sticky Notepad: Notes, Lists - Apps on ...]Bible study at New Vision on March 4th at 1pm. “24 hours that changed the World”
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Jesus Teaches About Prayer

For everyone who asks receiyes; he who seeks ﬁndis; and to A;k\\
him who knocks, the door will be opened. Luke 11:10 (NIV)
The puzzle is based on Luke 11:1-9 (NIV). Seek
Knock
PRAYYBSLETFXETBPH
UKINGDOMLTSPDQA
AY ZAUBQQSEEERXL
UQBSBURWFZAAEGL
ORRKPUIJIIURZDCKDO
ONEOLFNPIPIAQHW
TAAPXAAFVIXEMME
EMDEDMFTWTFSNUD
MECNHRDOHNLTFBDW
PPKKRNEGRESMYYU
AVNIIQICCGRTCDY
TNOFUNIJCESTINSADO
I JCWDKSDGIJVQTIA
OQKIFBEKPTIVIELA
NMMWNMIJJPVWEMYP
FIND PRAY OPEN TEMPATION FRIEND
SEEK FATHER NAME KNOCK RECEIVE
MIDNIGHT DAILY TEACH LEAD BREAD
SINS KINGDOM HALLOWED FORGIVE ASK
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