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3rd Sunday after Epiphany


WE GATHER 

Welcome & Announcements
God is our light and our salvation!
We’ll never be afraid again!
God is our light and our salvation!
Good morning, and welcome.
Today we gather in the season of Epiphany—a season of light, revelation, and discovery.
We come as people who know both shadow and hope, both routine and longing.
Today’s scriptures remind us that light appears where we least expect it, and that when it does, it often comes with a call:
Follow me.
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here.

Candle Lighting  
We light this candle as a sign of God’s light among us.
A light that shines in places of uncertainty,
a light that calls ordinary people into extraordinary purpose,
a light that still says, “Follow me.”

Acknowledging Our Kinship 
Long before our ancestors arrived on this land, Indigenous peoples lived here, cared for the earth, and learned to listen for the Creator’s wisdom in wind, water, and light.
We give thanks for their stewardship and teachings,
and we commit ourselves to walking humbly,
seeking right relationship with one another and with all creation.

Call To Worship 
One: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
All:   We come seeking that light.
One: The light shines in ordinary places—by the lakeshore, in our daily work.
All:  We come ready to listen and to follow.
One: Christ calls us by name and invites us into God’s work of love.
All:   Let us worship God together.

Gathering Hymn - O Jesus I Have Promised - 120 VU

Prayer of Confession 
Holy God,
we confess that we often prefer familiar paths to faithful ones.
We cling to comfort when you call us to courage.
We hesitate when you invite us to follow.
Forgive us when we fail to notice your light,
when we turn away from those in need,
when we doubt our worth or our calling.
Shine your light into our hearts again.
Restore our trust.
Renew our willingness to follow.
Amen.

Words of Assurance
Hear the good news:
The light of Christ is not dimmed by our doubts or fears.
God’s grace meets us where we are and calls us forward in love.
In Christ, we are forgiven, renewed, and invited again.
Thanks be to God.

Young at Heart - Follow the Light

Hymn - I’m Gonna Live so God Can Use Me - 575 VU

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

Scripture Reading - Isaiah 9: 1-4, Matthew 4: 12-23

Ministry of Music

Meditation - When the Light Calls Your Name

Hymn - There’s A Spirit in the Air - 582 VU

RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Invitation to Offering  -
Light has dawned in our lives and in our world. We are called to share that light, and to speak words of comfort and calling in a world shrouded still in gloom and darkness. Our offering will enable this community to be a beacon of light to those caught in the darkness of suffering and wandering.

Offering Hymn - What Can I Bring? - 191 MV

Offering Prayer 
What can we offer in thanksgiving
for the gift of light and life and love
we have received from you
and from your Beloved Community
here on earth?
We offer our all:
our resources, our energy, our time, our very selves
to answer your call and to follow without fear.

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Concern
God of light and calling,
we give thanks for moments when your presence has guided us—
for people who have spoken hope into our lives,
for courage discovered when we thought we had none,
for light that has surprised us in dark places.
We pray for those who feel overwhelmed by uncertainty,
for communities facing injustice or violence,
for all who are searching for healing, purpose, or peace.
Call us again, O God—
to follow Christ’s way of compassion,
to be bearers of light in the world you love
The Lord’s Prayer

Closing Hymn - Be Thou My Vision - 642 VU

Commissioning and Benediction 
Go now, knowing that the light of Christ goes with you.
Follow where that light leads—
into acts of kindness,
into words of hope,
into lives shaped by love.
And may the grace of Christ,
the light of God,
and the power of the Holy Spirit
shine upon you and through you,
now and always.
Amen.
Choral Amen





Announcements
Upcoming
January 30th-Volunteer Appreciation dinner doors open at 5:30, meal at 6

[image: 2013-14 Annual Report | INANE ...]It’s that time of year again….please get your annual reports into Susan by email, or drop them off to the office. Official due date is February 8th! 


[image: Realistic flower clipart outline on ...]There will be a joint (SAUC and NVCC) Worship Committee meeting at NVCC on January 27th at 11am. 
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winter hat Maze!
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