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Welcome and Announcement
Good morning, and welcome to worship on this Second Sunday of Advent.
Today we enter a three-fold celebration:
Peace, at the heart of Advent.
White Gift giving, where simple, wrapped gifts become symbols of God’s generosity and our call to share.
And the Greening of the Sanctuary, a centuries-old tradition of bringing evergreens, candles, and symbols of life into our worship space as we prepare room for Christ.
Whether you arrive with joy, fatigue, anticipation, or worry—this is holy ground. Here, God meets us with peace.
Let us prepare our hearts.
Advent Candle Lighting
One: Last week we lit the candle of Hope.
Today we look forward with Peace—
not the absence of conflict,
but the presence of God’s steadying Spirit.
All: We look forward with peace.
One: In a world where anxiety is loud
and divisions run deep,
we turn our attention toward the One
who guides our feet into the way of peace.
All: We look forward with peace,
trusting that God’s peace is strong enough to calm fear
and gentle enough to heal wounds.
(Light the Candle of Peace.)
One: This candle reminds us
that peace begins with small acts—
a word of kindness,
a moment of listening,
a step toward reconciliation.
All: Come, Emmanuel.
Teach us to be bearers of your peace.
Introit - Kindle a Flame - 19 VU
Acknowledging our Kinship
As we gather in this time of expectant waiting, we begin by acknowledging the gifts we have already received and thanking Creator God, from whom all blessings flow, for this land on which we live and worship.  We acknowledge and give thanks to those who were stewards of the land before our ancestors came and we give thanks to them for the blessing of the sharing of this land. With open hearts we commit ourselves to living with love and respect with all our relations.

Call To Worship 
One: A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse—
new life from what felt cut down.
All: Come, Prince of Peace. Grow in us your harmony.
One: A messenger cries out in the wilderness,
“Prepare the way of the Lord!”
All: Come, Prince of Peace. Smooth the rough places in us.
One: In this season of giving and receiving,
of greening and growing,
of waiting and watching—
All: We gather to worship God,
who leads us toward peace
in our lives, our homes, and the world.

Gathering Hymn - People Look East VU 9

Prayer of Confession
One: God of Peace,
we admit that we do not always make room for your calm presence.
We hurry. We worry. We cling to what is familiar,
even when you are birthing something new.
All: Forgive us, Prince of Peace.
One: When we choose tension over understanding,
or comfort over generosity, or fear over trust—
All: Forgive us and reshape us.
One: Plant within us the peace that passes understanding,
that we may reflect your love in our words and actions.
All: Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
Hear the good news:
Christ comes not to condemn but to restore.
Peace is God’s gift to you—
steady, enduring, and ever near.
You are forgiven, loved, and free.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Young at Heart - Why White Gifts?

Hymn - What Can I Do - 191 MV

Scripture Reading - Isaiah 11: 1-10, Matthew 3: 1-12

Ministry of Music

Meditation - Greening of the Sanctuary

Hymn - There’s A Voice in the Wilderness Calling 18 VU

Invitation to Offering
In this season of peace, we bring our gifts—
simple gifts, White Gifts, offerings from the heart—
trusting that God can take what we share
and grow hope and healing in our community.
As evergreens remind us that life endures,
our giving reminds us that compassion endures too.
Let us offer what we can,
that peace may take root in many lives.

Offering Hymn - In the Bleak Mid-Winter - 55 VU - verse 4

Offering Prayer
God of Peace,
bless these gifts and bless us who give.
May what we offer bring comfort, dignity, and hope
to those who need it most.
Grow in us generous hearts
and guide us in the way of peace.
Amen.
Prayers of the People
God of Peace, in this season of expectation
we lift to you our world, our community, and ourselves.
When wars rage and peace feels distant:
Steady us, Prince of Peace.

When homes feel strained, relationships fragile, or spirits weary:
Heal us, Prince of Peace.

When generosity is needed—food for the hungry, warmth for the cold, welcome for the lonely:
Move us, Prince of Peace
.
For those who will receive White Gifts today:
Wrap them in your comfort,
and bless our offerings that they may become instruments of care.

For our church as we green this sacred space:
May every branch, every ribbon,
every candle remind us that Christ is near.
For those who are ill, grieving, or anxious:
Bring peace that holds gently and firmly.
(Pause for names and silent prayer.)
All this we pray in the name of Jesus,
Who taught us to pray together saying…

Lord’s Prayer

Hymn - Joy to the World - 59 VU

Blessing
Go now with hearts shaped by peace—
peace that steadies your steps,
peace that softens your words,
peace that strengthens your generosity,
peace that grows like evergreen through the winter of the world.
And may the blessing of God—
Creator, Christ, and Spirit—
go with you and remain with you,
today and always.
Amen.
Announcements for SAUC
Upcoming
-December 9- UCW luncheon 11:30am
-December 10-Bible Study at NVCC at 1pm
-December 14 ADVENT 3-
[image: Free Clipart Bible Studies | Free ...]
Advent Bible Study will be at New Vision on December 10th at 1pm. All are welcome!
[image: Clementines in wooden box stock image ...]
It’s a good time of year to remember to save and collect the wooden crates that oranges/clementines come in. The day camp in summer uses them for a project. You are welcome to drop them off to the office.

UCW News
December 9th UCW meeting will be lunch at Boston Pizza -11:30am. Please contact Heather Felton 519-633-9940 if you will be attending. Heather will be sending out a reminder email closer to the date.

Community UCW Support
[image: free clipart food drive - Google Search]
December- our food bank needs help. We will be collecting food each Sunday to help them. Please Bring what you can.
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