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Prelude 

Welcome & Announcements
Good morning, and welcome to this Fourth Sunday of Advent.
Today we gather on the threshold of Christmas—
a moment filled with anticipation, tenderness, and holy love.
Throughout Advent we have been looking forward:
forward with hope,
forward with peace,
forward with joy.
Today, we look forward with love—
the love that moved God to come close,
the love that chose vulnerability over power,
the love that trusted ordinary people with an extraordinary promise.
Whether you come with hearts full or hearts weary,
whether you arrive confident or uncertain,
you are welcome here.
This is a place where love is named, practiced, and shared.
Let us prepare our hearts to worship the God who first loved us.
Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy
Looking Forward with Love
One: We have lit candles of Hope, Peace, and Joy.
Today we light the candle of Love—
the greatest promise of all.
All: We look forward with love.
One: Love is the heartbeat of Advent.
It is God choosing to come close,
to dwell among us, to be born into a world aching for compassion.
All: We look forward with love,
welcoming Christ’s presence in our lives and in our community.
(Light the Candle of Love.)
One: May this flame remind us
that love is not simply a feeling—
but a commitment, a way of living,
a promise to be God’s hands and heart in the world.
All: Come, Emmanuel.
Make us instruments of your love.
Candle lighting Hymn - Kindle a Flame VU19

Acknowledgement of Kinship
As we gather in worship,
we acknowledge that we are not alone.
We gather on land shaped by generations before us,
and we honour Indigenous peoples—past, present, and future—
who have cared for this land and its waters.
We acknowledge our kinship with all creation—
with neighbours near and far,
with those we love and those we struggle to understand.
Bound together by God’s love,
we seek to live in right relationship,
learning, listening, and walking humbly together.
Gathering Hymn - O Come, O Come Emmanuel - 1 VU

Prayer of Confession
God of love,
you come to us with open arms,
yet we confess that we do not always return that embrace.
We confess that fear too often shapes our choices.
We withhold love when it feels risky.
We judge instead of listening,
protect ourselves instead of reaching out,
turn away when love asks something costly of us.
Forgive us, O God.
Soften our hearts.
Make room within us
for the love that bears all things,
believes all things,
hopes all things.
In the quiet of this moment,
hear the prayers of our hearts…
(Silence)
Assurance of Grace
Hear the good news:
God’s love does not depend on our perfection.
God’s love arrives anyway—
wrapped in grace,
born anew each day.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven,
restored, and invited again into lives shaped by love.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
We Listen for God’s Word

Scripture Reading - Isaiah 7: 10-16, Matthew 1: 18-25

Ministry of Music 

Meditation - What’s in a Name

Hymn - All Hail the Power of Jesus Name - 334 VU
Invitation to Offering - 
Love is the heart of the Christmas story—
a love freely given, not held back.
As we prepare to receive the offering,
we remember that giving is one way we respond to God’s love—
supporting ministries of compassion, justice, and care,
sharing what we have so that others may know they are not forgotten.
We give not out of obligation,
but out of gratitude,
trusting that God multiplies every act of love.

Offering Hymn - In the Bleak Midwinter - 55VU - Verse 4
What can I give him, poor as I am
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb
If I were a Wise man, I would do my part
Yet, What I can I give him - give my heart.

Offering Prayer -
God of generous love,
you gave yourself to the world in Jesus Christ.
Receive these gifts as signs of our gratitude and trust.
Use them—and use us—
to share love where it is needed most,
to bring warmth to cold places,
and hope to waiting hearts.
Amen.

Prayers of the People - 
God of love,
as Advent draws to a close,
we bring before you the prayers of our hearts.
We pray for those who long to be loved but feel unseen…
for those who carry grief into this season…
for those whose homes are marked by conflict or loneliness.
We pray for parents and caregivers,
for children waiting with excitement or uncertainty,
for those facing Christmas with empty chairs and aching memories.
We pray for a world in need of your love—
where violence wounds,
where injustice divides,
where fear overshadows hope.
Make us bearers of your love, O God.
Teach us to speak kindness,
to act with compassion,
to choose love even when it is hard.
In the quiet of this moment,
we name before you those we hold close…
(Silence)
Gather all these prayers—spoken and unspoken—
into the prayer Jesus taught us…
The Lord’s Prayer

Communion Hymn - One Bread, One Body - 467 VU

Communion
As we come to this table, 
we are reminded that this is the table of Jesus Christ, 
a banquet prepared for everyone.
[bookmark: Editing]All who seek to be nourished and sustained 
in the journey of faith,
all who seek wholeness and compassionate paths to peace and justice,
are welcome here.   
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

In the rich dark of winter, God makes an astounding promise:
“I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up.” In the wilderness, a voice cries out, longing for the Refiner’s fire, repair, and renewal, the promised birth (and rebirth) of hope.
Called to bear the weight and fruit of promise,
Mary sings ancient trust—the song of generations— that God comes to fill the hungry and lift the humble.

She sings that love and truth will meet, that justice and peace will kiss.
In the midst of uncertainty, Jesus assures his disciples: Just as the tree blooms, so the signs are clear that the kingdom of God is near.  In the deep of our own winter, we look for them:
bud of hope, branch of peace, sprig of joy, blossom of love.
While around us the snares of fear and conflict lie in wait of infant hope, you, O Wisdom, O Endless Love, O Radiant Dawn, are there, keeping vigil with us, in this season of expectation.

We gather at this table, praying that crooked ways be made straight, that valley’s peace be lifted up and mountain’s might brought low so that all God’s people might rejoice together, saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is the one that comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

We give thanks for the mystery and wonder revealed that first night, as humble people led by hope gathered in a quiet stable
and were witness to your promise reborn.
We give thanks for the blessing and love Jesus shared with all whom he met, in food and story.

We remember that, on the night before he was handed over to die, Jesus broke bread with his friends, blessed it, gave thanks, and said, “Take, eat. This is my body, which I give for you. When you share it, remember me.”

We remember that he took the cup and, giving thanks, said,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. When you drink it, remember me.”

Revealed in stable, cross, and empty tomb, we give thanks, O God, for your limitless love for all. With your people of all times and places, we await with hope the fulfillment of your vision for all creation.

Bless us, O God, and these your gifts.
Encourage us to share your life and love,
which make us, and the gifts we share, truly holy.
Transform us, God, and your world, and bless your children:
those who feel alone or afraid...
those who whose souls and homes are broken by violence... those who will go hungry, thirsty, and cold tonight...
those who long only to hear that they are loved...
God made known in Jesus Christ,
hear our prayer.

We pray these things, trusting in God’s faithfulness revealed:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Sharing the Bread & Cup - I remind everyone that this is not my Table, not the table of the United Church of Canada, this is Christ’s table and all who hunger are welcome!  Come let us feast for the banquet is ready

The Bread of Life
The Cup of Blessing

Prayer after Communion
At this table, Christ is the host, welcoming all who hunger.
At our tables, may Christ be our guest this day and always,
that we might welcome hope, peace, joy, and love into our lives, and become hosts to God’s presence and people.
God of Love, guide us to the stables of our world, where the lonely and longing gather.
Lead us to the mangers of our time,
where hope and renewal are born again.
Make us heralds of your love and joy. Amen.

Closing Hymn - It Came Upon a Midnight Clear - 44 VU

Commissioning and Benediction
As you go from this place,
carry the love you have received.
Let it shape your words,
guide your actions,
and soften your hearts.
Go, looking forward with love—
love born in a stable,
love strong enough to change the world.
May the love of God,
the grace of Jesus Christ,
and the companionship of the Holy Spirit
be with you now and always.
Amen.
Choral Amen




Announcements 
Upcoming
-Office will be closed on December 25th and on January 1st 2026.
-December 28 Carols and Cookies Service
[image: Ice Skates Clipart Vector Illustration ...]First & Central United Churches would like to invite you to join them on Sunday, December 28th from 2:45-3:45pm at the Joe Thornton Community Centre (75 Caso Crossing, St. Thomas) for a FREE SKATE!!
[image: Christ Lutheran Church]
Christmas Eve service at NV at 7:00 p.m.

[image: christmas-music-clipart ...]
Dec. 28th - Cookies and Carols at respective churches.  Bring your leftover cookies and enjoy coffee and cookies while we sing Christmas carols and readings.

[image: free clipart food drive - Google Search]UCW Support
December- our food bank needs help. We will be collecting food each Sunday to help them. Please Bring what you can.



[image: christmas word search]
[image: Printable Christmas Mazes | Woo! Jr. Kids Activities : Children's Publishing]
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Present Maze!
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Christmas Eve





