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July 19th, 2026
8th Sunday After Pentecost

WE GATHER

Welcome & Announcements
Good morning, and welcome to worship.
Whether you are here every week or visiting with us today, whether you come with hearts full of joy or carrying heavy burdens, know that you are welcome in this place.
Today, Jesus reminds us that God is patient, gracious, and always at work, even when we cannot yet see the harvest. We gather to be renewed by God's love, strengthened by Christ's presence, and inspired by the Holy Spirit to live as people of hope.
May this be a time of peace, encouragement, and blessing as we worship together.

Candle Lighting
We light this candle as a sign of Christ's presence among us.
A light that shines in every darkness.
Christ is the light of the world.
May the light of Christ guide our worship,
open our hearts, and send us into the world as bearers of compassion, justice, and peace.
Come, Holy Spirit. Shine in us and through us. Amen.

Acknowledging Our Kinship
Long before settlers came to this land, Indigenous peoples lived here,
caring for creation and honouring the Creator.
We acknowledge the Chonnonton (Neutral), Haudenosaunee, and Anishinaabe peoples,
and the present-day communities of the Munsee-Delaware Nation,
Oneida Nation of the Thames, and Chippewas of the Thames.
We honour their wisdom, their resilience, and their ongoing presence.
May we walk together in respect, justice, and reconciliation.

Call to Worship
One: God calls us into a world where goodness and struggle grow side by side.
All: We come seeking wisdom, hope, and grace.
One: Christ welcomes saints and seekers, the certain and the doubtful.
All: We come trusting that God's love is greater than our fears.
One: The Spirit is at work, quietly bringing life, justice, and peace.
All: We open our hearts to God's transforming presence.
One: Come, let us worship the God whose mercy never fails.

Gathering Hymn - My Lord, What a Morning - 708 VU

Prayer of Confession

Patient and loving God,
Too often we rush to judge others while overlooking our own need for grace.
We become impatient with those who think differently, act differently, or struggle in ways we do not understand.
We sometimes pull up what you would nurture, and dismiss those whom you continue to love.
Forgive us when we fail to trust your timing.
Teach us to sow kindness instead of criticism, hope instead of fear, and compassion instead of condemnation.
Help us to become people who reflect the generous love of Christ in all we do.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.





Assurance of Grace
Hear the good news:
God is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
In Christ we are forgiven, renewed, and invited to begin again.
The Spirit continues to work within us, shaping us into people of hope and grace.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

Young at Heart -  Gardens take time

Hymn - Morning Has Broken - 409 VU


WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

Scripture Reading  - Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43

Ministry of Music

Meditation - Growing Together in Grace

Hymn - Come, You Thankful People, Come - 516 VU

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Invitation to Offering 
Every act of generosity plants seeds of hope.
As God has been generous with us, let us share our gifts so that love, justice, and compassion may continue to grow in our community and throughout the world.


Offering Hymn - What Can I Do? MV 191
What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
I'll sing with joy. I'll say a prayer.
I'll bring my love. I'll do my share."

Offering Prayer  
Generous God,
Receive these gifts and the offering of our lives.
Use them to nurture hope where there is despair,
peace where there is conflict,
and love where there is loneliness.
May the seeds we plant today bear fruit for your kingdom.
In Christ's name we pray. Amen.

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Concern
Loving God,
We thank you for your patient love,
for gardens and growing things,
for families and friends,
for this community of faith,
and for all who quietly serve others.
We pray for your world,
where conflict and division continue.
Bring peace where violence reigns,
justice where people are oppressed,
and hope where hearts are discouraged.
We pray for those who are ill,
those who grieve,
those facing uncertainty,
and those who feel forgotten.
Surround them with your healing presence.
Help us to become people who sow kindness,
encourage reconciliation,
and reflect Christ's compassion each day.
We offer these prayers in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray together:

The Lord’s Prayer 

Closing Hymn - Jesu, Jesu Fill Us With your Love - 593 VU

Commissioning and Benediction
Go now into God's world.
Plant seeds of kindness.
Cultivate compassion.
Choose hope over fear.
Trust God's patient love at work in every life.
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you,
this day and always.
Amen.

Choral Amen

July.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

[image: Thank You Cards & Images for WhatsApp & Facebook | DeepestFeelings]A huge thank you to all who are supporting our community with their generous donations
[image: Crayola Original Markers Classic Colors Non-Toxic Markers : Amazon.ca: Toys & Games]
August donations are going to John Wise Public School. They are Needing: dry erase markers, chubby short markers, pencils, rulers and calculators.



[image: Attention Matters!!]St. Andrews United Church will be closed for the month of August and will be joining NVCC.

[image: ]Please be sure to have any August events in by Wednesday July 22nd for both churches so Susan can create the calendars. 
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