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August 9th, 2026
11th Sunday After Pentecost
Superhero Families

WE GATHER

Welcome & Announcements
Welcome to worship on this Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost.
Whether you have come feeling strong and confident, or weary and uncertain, whether you come alone or with family and friends, know that you are welcome here. Today we celebrate the gift of "Superhero Families." While superheroes often capture our imagination with extraordinary powers, the real heroes in our lives are those who love, serve, encourage, forgive, and stand by one another. Families come in many shapes and sizes—by birth, by choice, by friendship, and by faith—and together we discover that God's greatest gifts are found not in superpowers, but in compassion, kindness, courage, and community.
As we gather, we remember that each of us has unique gifts to offer. Like the many parts of one body, we belong to one another, and together we reflect God's love in the world.
May this time of worship strengthen our hearts, deepen our faith, and remind us that God calls each of us to be everyday heroes of grace.
Let us worship God.

Candle Lighting - Jesus Christ is the light of the world - May the light of Christ shine in us and through us like a beacon to all the world.

Acknowledging Our Kinship
Long before settlers came to this land, Indigenous peoples lived here,
caring for creation and honouring the Creator.
We honour their wisdom, their resilience, and their ongoing presence.
May we walk together in respect, justice, and reconciliation.

Call to Worship  
One: Come, people of God, with the gifts that make you uniquely you.
All: We come to worship the One who created us and calls us together.
One: Some of us lead with courage.  Some with compassion.
Some with wisdom.  Some with quiet acts of love.
All: Every gift has a place in God's family.
One: Like Mary, we come to listen. Like Martha, we come to serve.
Like the many members of one body, we come to work together.
All: Together we are stronger than we could ever be alone.
One: Come and worship the God who gives us strength, purpose, and hope.
All: Let us worship God with joyful hearts!

Gathering Hymn - This is the Day VU175

Prayer of Confession - 
Loving and gracious God,
You have created each of us with gifts to share, yet too often we compare ourselves with others instead of celebrating who you have made us to be.
Forgive us when we expect others to carry burdens we could help bear.
Forgive us when we fail to see the value of gifts that are different from our own.
Too often we try to be heroes all by ourselves, forgetting that you have created us to live in community, supporting one another with love, humility, and grace.
Teach us to value every member of your family.
Transform us by your Spirit, so that together we may become a community where every person is welcomed, every gift is honoured, and your love is made visible in the world.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.
Amen.

Assurance of Grace
Hear the Good News.
God does not compare our gifts with those of others.
Instead, God delights in each of us as beloved children, uniquely created and deeply loved.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, renewed, and invited to begin again.
The Spirit equips each of us with gifts to build one another up and to share God's love with the world.
You are forgiven.  You are loved.  You belong.
Thanks be to God!  Amen.

Young at Heart - The Incredibles

Hymn - I Have Called You By Your Name MVU161

 LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

Scripture Reading  
[bookmark: _Hlk215046046]Luke 10:25–28, 38–42 ~Jesus visits Mary and Martha.
1 Corinthians 12:12–27~ One body, many gifts working together.

Ministry of Music

Meditation - Many Gifts, Working Together

Hymn - In Christ There is No East or West – VU606 

RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Invitation to Offering
Every superhero has something to contribute.
Some offer strength.
Some offer wisdom.
Some offer courage.
Some offer compassion.
The church is no different.
Today we offer our gifts—not because God needs them, but because together they become signs of God's love in the world. Through our generosity, lives are changed, hope is shared, and communities are strengthened.
Let us present our offerings with grateful hearts.
Offering Hymn - What Can I Do?

Offering Prayer  
Generous God,
You have blessed each of us with gifts that are uniquely our own.
Today we return a portion of what we have received, asking that these gifts be used wisely and faithfully.
May these offerings bring hope where there is despair,
comfort where there is loneliness,
justice where there is oppression,
and love where there is fear.
Take what we offer, multiply it through your Spirit, and use it to build your kingdom, where every person is valued and every gift is welcomed.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen.

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Concern
Loving God,
Today we give you thanks for the families who have shaped us.
We give thanks for parents and grandparents,
for children and grandchildren,
for siblings and cousins,
for friends and neighbours,
for mentors and teachers,
and for this family of faith.
We thank you that families are formed in many different ways, yet all are held together by your love.
We thank you for the gifts you have placed within each person.
For those who teach...
for those who care...
for those who lead...
for those who quietly serve...
for artists and musicians...
for builders and healers...
for listeners and encouragers...
for every gift that helps your world flourish.
We pray for families carrying heavy burdens today.
For those grieving someone they love...
for relationships that are strained...
for those living alone...
for caregivers who are exhausted...
for children who long for safety...
for refugees seeking a place to belong...
for communities torn apart by violence and war.
Bring healing, comfort, and hope.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We remember those whose daily work seeks justice and compassion.
We pray for teachers preparing for another school year.
For health-care workers.
For first responders.
For volunteers.
For community organizations.
For those who work quietly behind the scenes, often unnoticed, yet whose gifts bless countless lives.
Strengthen them for the work you have called them to do.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We pray for your Church throughout the world.
Help us never to compare our gifts or compete with one another.
Instead, teach us to rejoice in the diversity you have created.
May we become a community where every person discovers they are needed,
every voice is heard,
every gift is honoured,
and every generation is welcomed.
Make us one body in Christ, serving together with joy.
Into your loving hands we place all those we have named aloud and all those we hold quietly in our hearts...
(silent prayer)
Receive these prayers, and those too deep for words, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who taught us to pray together, saying...

The Lord’s Prayer 

Closing Hymn - When I Needed a Neighbour - VU600 

Commissioning and Benediction
Go now into the world, not trying to be someone else,
but rejoicing in the person God has created you to be.
Go with the courage to use your gifts,
the humility to receive the gifts of others,
and the wisdom to know that together we can do far more than any of us can alone.
And may the blessing of God,
Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit,
be with you, remain with you,
and empower you to share your unique gifts
today, tomorrow, and always.
Amen.

Choral Amen
ANNOUNCEMENTS
[image: Crayola Original Markers Classic Colors Non-Toxic Markers : Amazon.ca: Toys & Games]
August donations are going to John Wise Public School. They are Needing: dry erase markers, chubby short markers, pencils, rulers and calculators.



[image: Attention Matters!!]St. Andrews United Church will be closed for the month of August and will be joining NVCC. Service will start at 9:45am!! 
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