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     Second Sunday in Advent

WE GATHER

Welcome and Announcements
As we begin the Christian Year, we also celebrate the Holy Season known as Advent. It is a time when we prepare ourselves for the coming of our Messiah. Advent means "Coming." We celebrate these days of Advent in expectation and preparation for Christ's arrival. 

Through the centuries, Christians have observed a time of waiting and expectation before celebrating the birth of the Savior at Christmas. The Advent season is a time for reflection and preparation, but its mood is joyful. Advent has been enriched by Christian tradition to reflect its distinctive Christian meaning. It proclaims the revelation of God's love as expressed in Christ's birth in a humble stable, His sacrificial death on the cross, and His victorious resurrection! It points to the hope of Christ's coming again as the King of kings and Lord of Lords. 

Advent makes innkeepers out of all of us, asking each of us to make room for the arrival of Christ The King. Let us, today, prepare Him room in our hearts, our lives, and our homes and our Church! 

The Advent Wreath(Family 1)
Advent is a time of expectation, and this is symbolized, not only by the four-week period of preparation, but also by the lighting of an Advent Candle in an Advent Wreath on each Sunday of the season. The flame of each new candle reminds us, the worshipers, that something is happening, and something more is still to come. 
The candles are arranged in a circle to remind us of the continuous power of God, which knows neither beginning nor ending. There is also symbolism in the colours of the candles. The three purple candles symbolize the coming of Christ from the royal line of David. He is coming as the King of Kings as well as the Prince of Peace. The pink candle is to be lighted on the third Sunday of the Advent season.
This candle represents joy. The large white candle in the centre is known as the Christ candle, and points to Jesus as the Christ, the Light of the world. A progression is noted in the lighting of the candles of the Advent wreath each Sunday. Each candle symbolizes various aspects of our waiting experience. For us this year we are focusing on four ideas of the Christmas event: Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.  The culmination of the season comes as we light the Christ Candle on Christmas eve. We join in rejoicing that the promise of long ago has been fulfilled.
Lighting the Candles(Family 2)
Reader One: We want everything to look nice: the decorations of the season, our homes with their lights and tinsel, wreaths and ribbons. We want to lighten the darkness around us, bring beauty to the ugliness that wears us down. We decorate, because it is tradition. Because it lifts our hearts. Because it makes us feel like children again. We deck our halls because company is coming. 

Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah smiled when he said, “God will give a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, a mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.” No matter how far we feel from the spirit of the season, God promises to decorate us with love and with joy. 

Reader One: We light these candles as a sign of our joy in the beautiful things of this season – not just the things that glitter and flash, but the deeper things, the beauty of the heart and the soul, the beauty of love shared in service and hospitality. We light this candle of joy because company is coming. 

Introit: O Come, O Come Emmanuel - Vs. 1 
Prayer of Approach 
O God, we long for the simple beauty of Christmas- for all the old familiar melodies, words and symbols that remind us of that great miracle when the One who had made all things came as a babe to lie in the crook of a woman’s arm.  
But in that longing let us even more yearn for your renewed presence among us as we celebrate and expect the coming of your Son. Before such mystery we kneel as we follow the shepherds and the Wise Ones to bring you the gift of our love- a love we confess has not always been as warm or sincere or real as it should have been.  
May the loving kindness of this Advent season and the true Spirit of Christmas enter into our hearts. May the joy and the spirit of Christmas remain with us now and forever. 
Gathering Hymn:  O Come All Ye Faithful 
The Evergreens (Family 3) 
A star in the sky, carols in the evening air, a candle in the window, a wreath on the door, mistletoe hung high, poinsettias aflame with brilliant colour, gifts beneath a lighted tree, friends around the holiday table, families reunited in love, church bells ringing ... This is Christmas in Canada! 

Though similar to Christmas celebrations in other countries, each of us has our own traditions.  Rich treasures of custom and tradition, woven into a pattern with our own threads, giving to us the colourful pageantry of our Christmas celebration. 

The most striking and the most universal tradition of Christmas is the use of evergreens in churches and homes. Among ancient Romans evergreens were an emblem of peace, joy, and victory. 

The early Christians placed them in their windows to indicate that Christ had entered the home. Holly and ivy, along with pine, and fir are called evergreens because they never change colour. They are ever - green, ever - alive, even in the midst of winter. They symbolize the unchanging nature of our God, and they remind us of the everlasting life that is ours through Christ Jesus. 

In Isaiah 60:13 we find these words: "The Glory of Lebanon shall come unto you, the fir tree, the pine tree and the box together, to beautify the place of your sanctuary." 
Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon

In this season of sales, shopping, and stress, God of Light, we confess how easy it is to slip off your paths.  We can become so focused on having good times, we forget to take the time to do good for your people.  We slip easily into Santa suits, but find Jesus Christ an uncomfortable fit for our lives.  We find ourselves strangely jealous over the gifts others receive, yet have trouble accepting those gifts of peace and serenity you hand out so freely. 

Forgive us, Breath of Salvation.  

By your mercy, we can once again walk the streets of your kingdom, being alert for the signs of your grace and hope in our midst.  

Teach us your ways of peace and reconciliation, that we may truly live as the disciples of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Assurance of Pardon 

This is the good news: you will be swept away in the waters of mercy, salvation carrying you home to God's heart. Peace, serenity, healing, hope— these gifts, and more, are ours in this Advent season of watching and waiting.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

The Christmas Poinsettia (Family 4) 
Most Christmas greenery reflects European traditions. But one colourful plant, which looks like a flaming star, the poinsettia, is a native to the American continent. It was named after Dr. Joel Robert Poinset, an ambassador to Mexico who first introduced it to the United States in 1828. The people of Mexico and Central America call the brilliant tropical plant the "Flower of the Holy Night." The Poinsettia is a many-pointed star that has become a symbol of the Star of Bethlehem. 

(Poinsettias brought forward) 

The Christmas Tree (Family 5) 
Today, the Christmas tree is the centre of our festivities. Glittering with lights and ornaments, it is a part of the beauty and meaning of Christmas. There are several legends and stories about the Christmas tree. 

The first use of the Christmas tree was in the medieval German Paradise Plays, held outdoors and portraying the creation of humankind. The Tree of Life was a fir tree decorated with apples. Later other ornaments were hung upon them, such as paper flowers and gilded nuts. In England branches or whole trees were forced into bloom indoors for Christmas. From these beginnings the use of a tree at Christmas was established. Martin Luther was perhaps the first to use a lighted tree. The story is told that on one Christmas Eve Martin Luther wandered outdoors and became enraptured with the beauty of the starry sky. Its brilliance and loveliness led him to reflect on the glory of the first Christmas Eve as seen in Bethlehem's radiant skies. Wishing to share with his wife and children the enchantment he had felt, he cut from the forest an evergreen, glistening with snow, and took it home. He placed upon it candles to represent the glorious heavens he had seen. The use of a candle-lighted tree spread to all Europe, then America came to regard it as the central ornament of Christmas. 

Music - O Christmas Tree 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Concern 

O God, you have caused this world to shine with the illumination of the true Light. You have given us your only begotten Son to take our nature upon Him to reveal to us your glory and grace. As you have given this gift in love, may we receive it with hope and peace. Grant that we, being regenerate and made your children by adoption and grace, be daily renewed by your Holy Spirit. Grant us, we pray, that as we have known the mystery of that Light upon earth, so may we also reflect that light to a darkened world; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Final Hymn: Joy to the World 

Blessing and Commissioning 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. 

Go with us now into the world. 

We can begin again! 

Everything is about to change. 

So make everything new. Make us new. 

Reveal your glory in our lives and in the rhythms of our lives, so that nothing will get in the way of your coming. Amen.
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The bulletin this morning is dedicated by Ron Laing in memory of his two brothers Floyd – 14 years old and Victor – 8 years old, lost in the woods Mersey Townsite N.S., Dec. 7th, 1941.  Remains were found Nov. 19th, 1959. Dearly loved and dearly missed.
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